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Pro Bono Panel Speakers 
Hon. Anthony J. Ba aglia  

 Anthony  J. Ba aglia is a U.S. District Judge for the Southern District of 

California nominated by President Barack Obama and confirmed in March 

2011. Judge Ba aglia a ained senior status in March 2021. Prior to  

confirma on, Judge Ba aglia served as a U.S. Magistrate Judge in the Southern 

District star ng in 1993. 

 A San Diego na ve, Judge Ba aglia graduated from California Western 

School of Law in 1974 and was admi ed to the State Bar of California that 

same year. He prac ced law un l 1993, specializing in Plain ff’s Personal Injury 

Li ga on with emphasis on products liability and mari me injury claims. 

 He now serves as a member and Chairs the 9th Circuit Trial Improvement Commi ee (formerly the 

Jury Trial Improvement Commi ee), since 2012 and has been Chair since 2015; is a member of the Federal 

COVID‐19 Task Force subgroups on Jury Trials and Video Use in the Future; Chairs the Southern District of 

California’s Rules Commi ee and the Strategic Commi ee for Reopening; on the Advisory Board of the San 

Diego Chapter of the Federal Bar Associa on since 2013; and is Program Chair and Frequent speaker, in the 

Annual Judith N. Keep Federal Civil Prac ce Seminar, since it’s incep on in 2005. Judge Ba aglia is a former 

member of the Ninth Circuits State‐Federal Judicial Council , 2011‐2017. 

 He has served as the U.S. Judicial Conference of the United States Magistrate Judge Observer 2009‐

2011, and has served on the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Commi ee on Rules of Criminal Procedure, 

2003‐2009; Member, Administra ve Office Magistrate Judge Advisory Commi ee, 2008‐2009; Member, 

Administra ve Office Working Group on Pro Se A orneys, 2009; Member, Ninth Circuit Magistrate Judge 

Execu ve Board 2005‐2009, Chair 2006‐2008; Observer Member, Ninth Circuit Judicial Council, 2006‐2008; 

President, Federal Magistrate Judge Associa on 2008‐2009; President San Diego County Judges 

Associa on, 1997‐1998; President, San Diego County Bar Associa on 1992; President, San Diego Trial 

Lawyers Associa on, 1987. He is a former Senior Master in the Welsh Inn of Court, and the author of 

numerous ar cles and a frequent lecturer on federal prac ce. 

Karen Beretsky, Esq. 

 Karen Beretsky is the Supervisory Pro Se Law Clerk and Pro Bono 

Panel Administrator for the United States District Court for the Southern 

District of California. Karen earned her JD from California Western School of 

Law in 1994, and is a member of both the California and U.S. Supreme Court 

bars.  Karen is the longest‐serving career Pro Se Law Clerk in the Southern 

District and has specialized in pro se prisoner civil rights li ga on since 1996.  

She has also served as the Court’s Pro Bono Panel Administrator since the 
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Plan’s incep on in 2011, and coordinates implementa on of the Court’s prisoner e‐file and e‐service pilot 

projects together with the Clerk of the Court, representa ves of the California A orney General’s Office, 

and the California Department of Correc ons and Rehabilita on. 

Amber Eck, Esq. 

 Amber Eck, a partner and trial a orney at Haeggquist & Eck, is a 

tenacious advocate for employees, consumers and shareholders, and has been 

for the past 27 years. Amber has taken cases to trial in both state and federal 

court as lead trial a orney, and has recovered millions of dollars for her clients 

in se lements. Amber doesn’t shy away from high‐profile defendants — a fact 

well‐illustrated by her role as co‐lead counsel in the well‐publicized class ac on 

against President Donald Trump and Trump University, which se led for $25 

million.  For her work in the case, which spanned seven years, Amber and her  

partners took no fees. In 2016, the Trump University se lement was deemed one of California’s Top 50 

Class Ac on Se lements. 

 Ms. Eck has been recognized by Super Lawyers as one of the top 25 women lawyers in San Diego 

and top 50 lawyers in San Diego for the past two years.  She and her firm have also been selected by U.S. 

News & World Reports as “Best Lawyers in America” and “Best Law Firm” for 2022. She graduated from 

Boston University School of Law magna cum laude, and Pepperdine University magna cum laude. 

 Ms. Eck is dedicated to providing pro bono legal assistance to underserved popula ons. She is a 

current member of the Southern District of California’s Pro Bono Panel, and has received the Dis nguished 

Service Award and Wiley W. Manuel Pro Bono Service Award from the San Diego Volunteer Lawyers 

Program (“SDVLP”). Ms. Eck is also the author of numerous ar cles and frequent lecturer on employment 

law, class ac ons, and other legal issues.  

 She is a Master in the Welsh Inn of Court, a member of the California Employment Lawyers 

Associa on (“CELA”), Lawyers Club of San Diego, Federal Bar Associa on, and the American Associa on 

for Jus ce (“AAJ”). Outside the office, Amber enjoys going to the beach with her dog, hiking, skiing, scuba 

Joe J. Villaseñor, Esq. 

 Joe is a consumer protec on a orney who focuses his 

prac ce  in consumer protec on law in state and federal trial 

courts. In 2019 he was one of four select recipients of the Na‐

onal Consumer Law Center’s Rising Star Award for his signifi‐

cant contribu ons to the field of economic jus ce and consumer 

rights. Joe has represented over 1,000 individual consumers so 

far in his career. 
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 He has experience in both public service and private prac ce. He was the Lead Consumer 

Protec on a orney for the Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc., a local legal services program. He has been 

the principal a orney of Joe J. Villaseñor, APC since 2020. Joe is also a Professor of Prac ce at the 

University of San Diego School of Law where he teaches upper division law students in clinical and 

prac cal courses including consumer law, civil li ga on and veteran’s law. He also serves as a member of 

the Dean’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Taskforce and is a University Racial Equity Advocate. 

 Joe has tried and li gated cases under numerous California and federal consumer protec on 

statutes including cases involving auto lease and financing, lemon law, iden ty the , credit repor ng 

errors, abusive debt collec on tac cs, wrongful foreclosure, as well as other consumer rights ma ers and 

civil rights cases. As a clinical professor, Joe instructs law students on the art of li ga on and the 

intricacies of trial prac ce. His experience and knowledge guide students not only in the substan ve areas 

of law in which they represent their clinical clients, but in the nuances of procedural strategy and effec ve 

advocacy. 

 Joe is a frequent presenter and speaker for organiza ons and bar associa ons on consumer law 

and li ga on topics. He’s been a mul ple‐ me presenter at the Na onal Consumer Law Center’s Annual 

Consumer Rights Li ga on Conference, Earl B. Gilliam Law Associa on’s Neighborhood Law School, USD’s 

Center for Public Interest Law, USD’s Student Chapter of Consumer A orneys of San Diego, the Na onal 

Associa on of Women Judges; and the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California’s 

C.A.R.E. (Credit Abuse Resistance and Educa on) Program. He is frequently interviewed by the media on 

various consumer rights issues, appearing in na onal and local media including the New York Times. 

 Joe is an ac ve member of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California’s Pro Bono 

panel. 
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Pro Bono Panel / Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1.  Are expenses are reimbursable? 

  Pursuant to Civil Local Rule 83.8.a.2 and the Pro Bono Plan, pro bono counsel may seek 

reimbursement for “out‐of‐pocket expenses, necessarily incurred by court‐appointed attorneys 

representing indigents pro bono in civil cases not covered by the Criminal Justice Act.” Civ.L.R. 83.8.a 

sets out procedures governing those reimbursements. 

   a.  What expenses can be reimbursed?   

    i.  Any costs set forth in Civ.L.R. 54.1.b as items taxable as costs at the end of the 

case are appropriate if they are “necessarily incurred.” These include such items as transcripts, 

deposition costs, witness fees, and copies. Please see Civ.L.R. 54.1.b for detailed explanations. 

    ii.  “Fees for expert witnesses are not taxable in a greater amount than that 

statutorily allowable for ordinary witnesses.” Civ.L.R. 54.1.b.4.d. However, upon an appropriately 

supported application submitted to the trial judge, the Court may authorize the payment of expert 

witness fees if they are determined to be “necessarily incurred” pursuant to Civ.L.R. 83.8.a.2, exceed 

$1,000, and the district judge has provided prior approval.  

  b.  When are expenses reimbursed?   

    i.  As a matter of course, pro bono counsel will be reimbursed for necessarily 

incurred expenses at the end of the case. Upon an appropriately supported application submitted to the 

trial judge, however, the Court may authorize the interim payment of expenses.   

    ii.  In the event the represented party recovers costs, any out‐of‐pocket expenses 

paid out of the Pro Bono Fund must be re‐deposited into the fund. 

  Attorney’s and expert fees may also be awarded to a “prevailing party” “as part of the costs” 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988(b) and (c). However, in civil actions brought by prisoners, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1997e(d) limits attorney’s fees awards otherwise authorized by 42 U.S.C. § 1988.     

2.  Can I associate co‐counsel? 

  If an appointed pro bono attorney wishes to associate counsel to assist in the matter after he or 

she has been appointed, co‐counsel seeking to associate must obtain permission of the judge and must 

also be a member of the Southern District’s Pro Bono Panel.   
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3.  What types of cases are referred under the Court’s Pro Bono Plan? 

  The Court may refer any type civil case to the Panel, so long the pro se party is indigent.  

However, the vast majority of cases referred are civil rights lawsuits filed by state prisoners pursuant to 

42 U.S.C. § 1983, and alleging constitutional violations in the conditions of their confinement.   

4.  At what stage of the proceedings are cases referred to pro bono counsel? 

The Court may refer a case to the Panel at any stage of the proceedings. However, in most 

cases, judges defer pro bono appointments until after summary judgment has been denied and the case 

is ready for trial.   

5.  How flexible is the Court with regard to previously‐set deadlines? 

  Although it is within the discretion of the individual trial judge, the Court appreciates the 

commitment of pro bono counsel and where possible seeks to accommodate counsel’s schedules even 

as to previously‐set deadlines. 

6.  How long does the appointment last? 

  It is possible the Court could refer a matter for a particular and isolated proceeding, such as 

pretrial motions or settlement. Otherwise, the appointment is made through the conclusion of matters 

before the district court.  

7.  How often will an attorney or firm be appointed to a new pro bono matter? 

  The Pro Bono Plan provides that a law firm or attorney will not be appointed to a new matter if 

they have previously been appointed within the last two years. 

8.  What if a Panel attorney or firm cannot accept a case? 

  The Pro Bono Plan provides that once a law firm or attorney becomes a member of the panel, 

the firm or attorney is expected to accept appointment, absent a conflict, or the presence of exceptional 

circumstances. Because the Court has limited resources, it must be able to rely upon the attorneys and 

law firms who join the Panel to honor their commitment. Nonetheless, nothing in the Plan provides for 

the imposition of sanctions against any Panel member who must decline an appointment. 
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Pro Bono Panel – Attorney Registration

Name: __________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________

Email: ________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Law School: __________________________ Year JD awarded: ___________

Date admitted to CA bar: ____________________

Date admitted to Southern District: _____________________

List other federal district and appellate courts to which you are admitted (and dates of

admission):__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Please describe the nature of your present practice: _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Please describe your civil or criminal litigation and trial experience.  To the extent

possible, include number of jury and bench trials (in federal and state court). __________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Experience litigating civil rights cases is not necessary to participate on the Panel. 

However, if you have experience with these types of cases, please describe your

experience. __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

If you are fluent in any languages other than English, please list them:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Pro Bono Panel – Law Firm Registration

Firm Name: _____________________________________________________

Firm Contact: _____________________________________________________

Contact Phone: _____________________________________________________

Contact Email: _____________________________________________________

Firm Address: _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Does your firm have an established pro bono program: ______yes ________no

If yes, please provide contact info for the firm’s pro bono coordinator:

Name: _________________________ Phone: _____________________

Email: _________________________

How may attorneys practice at your firm? _____________

Please describe your firm’s general practice areas: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

How many pro bono cases is your firm willing to take in a given year? ___________

If attorneys in your firm are fluent in any languages other than English, please list them:

____________________________________________________________________________
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Pro Bono Panel – Additional Resources 
 

Links to Law Firm and Individual Attorney Applications: 

 

https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/attorney/Probono-Attorney.aspx 

https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/attorney/Probono-Firm.aspx 

 

 

Article Regarding Pro Bono Panel Opportunities: 

https://www.fbasd.org/post/an-opportunity-for-growth-call-for-
applications-to-the-pro-bono-panel  
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