
SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT
2019 OVERVIEW



WHAT DO WE COVER?

SAN DIEGO COUNTY

• 4,261 Square Miles
• More than 3.3 million residents
• Second most populous county in the State
• Ranks 4th in population of all metropolitan 

areas in the U.S. 



COURT FAST FACTS

Judicial Officers:  135 Judges 
19 Commissioners 

Judge
A judge is either elected to the court or appointed by the 
Governor.   A judge has the authority to decide cases brought 
before the court.

Commissioner
A commissioner is selected by the judges of the court and is 
given powers to hear and make decisions concerning certain 
legal matters.



COURT FAST FACTS

Support Staff Employees: 1,200

Court Facilities: 7

Court Support Staff includes: 

Administrative, Budget, Business Office Clerks, Courtroom Clerks, 
Court Reporters, Evaluation and Planning, Facilities, Family Court 

Counselors, Family Law Facilitators and Mediators, Human Resources, 
Interpreters, Information Technology, Judicial Secretaries, Personnel, 

Staff Attorneys, and Substance Abuse Assessors.













SECOND LARGEST COURT IN CALIFORNIA

• Los Angeles
• San Diego
• Orange
• Santa Clara



JUDICIAL OVERSIGHT

Judicial Council

• 27 Members

• State Supreme 
Court Chief Justice



LOCAL LEADERSHIP







All Superior Courts in California have authority over a wide variety of case types such as:

Civil Cases – Includes both LIMITED cases ($25,000 or less) and UNLIMITED cases (over  $25,000).  May involve 
cases in which a person, group of persons or other legal entity brings an action to recover money or property, to 
enforce a contract, or to protect someone’s civil rights.

Criminal Cases – Both felony and misdemeanor crimes (including such offenses as driving under the influence 
cases).  In criminal cases, if the defendant cannot afford an attorney, the court may appoint one.

Family Law Cases - Includes dissolution (also known as divorce), legal separation of spouses, marriage annulments, 
child custody, spousal support, and domestic violence restraining orders.

Family Support Cases – Child support related cases in which the County Department of Child Support Services 
files an action.

WHAT DOES THE SUPERIOR COURT DO?



Juvenile Court Cases – Cases involving juvenile dependence (abuse or neglect of a child), adoption or juvenile 
delinquency (minors accused of breaking the law).

Landlord/Tenant Dispute Cases – Civil cases where a landlord attempts to evict a tenant (also known as unlawful 
detainers).

Mental Health Cases – Countywide responsibility for cases requiring psychiatric evaluations, investigations, hearings 
and bench trials.

Non-Traffic Infraction Cases - Cases involving violation of various city municipal codes such as pedestrian 
violations, smoking in prohibited area, bicycling on the sidewalk, and sleeping on a park bench.

WHAT DOES THE SUPERIOR COURT DO?



Probate Cases – Includes, but is not limited to, decedents’ estates, trust proceedings, guardianship proceedings 
(appointment of someone to care for a person under the age of 18), and conservatorship proceedings (appointment 
of someone to case for an adult unable to care for himself or herself).

Small Claims Cases - A civil case for monetary judgement of $7,500 or less.

Traffic Cases – All traffic infractions such as speeding tickets and red-light camera tickets.

WHAT DOES THE SUPERIOR COURT DO?



WHAT DOES THE SUPERIOR COURT NOT DO?

Immigration
Bankruptcy

Suits Against the United States
Interstate Commerce Regulations Violations

International Commerce Regulations Violations
Admiralty Matters Involving Shipping

Patent, Trademark and Copyright Matters

This is the jurisdiction of the Federal Court System



COURT FILINGS



COURT BUDGET



BUDGET CHALLENGES
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Budgeted FTEs in 2007-08 - 1,709



HOW DOES THIS IMPACT THE COURT?



HOW DOES THIS IMPACT THE COURT?

Ramona Courthouse Closed
Some Civil Courtrooms Closed
Small Claims/UD Consolidated

And More.



HOW DOES THIS IMPACT THE COURT?

The court will continue to explore and implement 
new technologies and other efficiencies to                    

better and more timely process its workload                 
within existing financial and personnel resources.

In addition, the court will continue to seek ways to 
reduce or consolidate non-mandated services.



ISSUES IMPACTING THE COURT

 Bail Reform (SB 10)
 Expungement or reduction of marijuana 

convictions (AB 1793)
 Impact of mental health diversion efforts on 

the criminal justice system
 Need to provide court reporter services 

based on Jameson v. Desta
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2019 OVERVIEW

Judge RandaTrapp
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